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FIGHT AT THE GARDENS 

Vancouver Citv Council 



has voted to rezone one 
quarter of the Strathcona 
Community Garden to allow 
the Chinese Freemasons to 
“develop" the area and build 
a senior citizens home. But 
as Jeff Sommers pointed out 
at the public hearing the land 
has already been developed. 

The garden was started in 
1985 on threeacres of Parks 
Board land and one acre 
controlled by the city — land 
that had never been anything 
but a garbage dump since 
the forest was first cleared 
away. The gardeners have 
slowly turned it into a park, 
clearing away old pieces of 
concrete and metal and dig¬ 
ging vegetable plots out of 
the hardpan. In the last year 
they have developed a com¬ 
prehensive plan for the park, 
building an earth berm to cut 
traffic noise, planting an or¬ 
chard, installing a water line, 
and planning a pond and an 
herb garden. All this at al¬ 


most no cost to anyone but 
the gardeners. 

In an area which has less 
green space than any other 
in the city, the garden is a 
valuable place for children to 
play, a place for people to 
meet and helps to create a 
sense of self worth and 


community forthe gardeners 
and their neighbourhood. It 
has also provided food, an 
important consideration in a 
low income area. 

There were several les¬ 
sons to be learned (or relear¬ 
ned) at the public rezoning 
hearing held on August 25th. 













Rrst of all, the whole hear¬ 
ing was, in many ways, a 
farce. Ten tired and disinter¬ 
ested councillors satthrough 
seven hours of hearings that 
ended at 3:30am without 
ever changing their predict¬ 
able opinions. The garden¬ 
ers and delegates from sev¬ 
eral community groups pre¬ 
sented impassioned and well 
reasoned pleas to leave the 
garden intact, but were up 
against a council which did 
not want to listen. 

As the hearings dragged on 
past midnight several speak¬ 
ers pointed out that the 
whole process had made 
council's claims to be demo¬ 
cratic an obvious sham. 
Seniors, single mothers and 
people who had to get up in 
the morning and work for a 
living were forced to leave 
early. Four hundred people 
showed up for the hearing 
but only 20% survived the 
process of democracy by 
exhaustion, while at least 26 
of the 98 people who signed 
the speakers list could not 
stay long enough to be 
heard. Gordon Campbell 
has been promising to make 
council more democratic and 
allow everyone a chance to 
be heard but he and his NPA 
buddies defeated two mo¬ 
tions to adjourn the hearings 
to a subsequent evening. 

No attempt was made by 


chairperson Campbell to sort 
out fact and fiction despite 
the fact that lies were obvi¬ 
ously being told by the Free¬ 
masons. They claimed and 
the N p A agreed that the city 
had promised them the land 
despite the fact that there is 
no record of the promise in 
the minutes and that the city 
does not have the legal right 
to make such a promise prior 
to a rezoning hearing. 

The Freemasons bused in 
“supporters" afte r buying 
them dinner at a local restau¬ 
rant. They were also com¬ 
pletely unwilling to negotiate 
any sort of compomise, ac¬ 
cusing the gardeners of 
being selfish (this from busi¬ 
nessmen!) and insinuating 
that the gardens would not 
be tolerated even on the 
remaining three acres of 
parks board land. Nothing 
but contempt was shown for 
the idea of urban farming. 
However, the councillors 
were obviously aware that 
any organization which 
bused in supporters and 
mailed in 4600 form letters in 
support of its application 
could also deliver votes at 
election time. 

Jim Green of the Down¬ 
town Eastside Residents 
Association offered an alter¬ 
native site for the develop¬ 
ment. Unfortunately, neither 
the Freemasons or city 


council were willing to seri¬ 
ously consider DERA’s pro¬ 
posal. Their compete lack of 
any desire to work out a solu¬ 
tion that everyone could live 
with reflected their total dis- 
interst in saving the garden. 
That there is one law for the 
rich and another for the poor 
was also made apparent at 
the hearing. The same coun¬ 
cil which refused to defend 
the small amount of green 
space left in Strathcona, 
recently denied a proposed 
$4 million, 10 acre subdivi¬ 
sion in Southlands (South of 
Marine Drive near UBC) cre¬ 
ating another park in one of 
the richest neighbourhoods 
in Vancouver, an area al¬ 
ready blessed with large pri¬ 
vate yards, golf courses, rid¬ 
ing stables and the UBC 
Endowment Lands. 

An important consideration 
in council's decision — never 
mentioned at the hearing of 
course — is the issue of 
control. The garden is em¬ 
powering the gardeners and 
thus it has become a threat, 
because power given to ordi- 
a^ people is power taken 
away from the authorities. 
For the rich, local initiative 
and neighbourhood control 
are frightening prospects. 
Forthedisposessed they are 
valuable tools. 
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Cops on the Beat 


The mainstream Vancou¬ 
ver media have treated the 
recent Police inquiry into the 
beating of Alan Jacobsen as 
if it was an isolated and 
shocking affair. While state 
brutality is always repug¬ 
nant, it is also a common 
event. At greatest risk are 
long term prisoners, native 
Indians, and skid road alco¬ 
holics and drug users, all of 
whom can be beaten by the 
police with little fear of a 
public outcry. 

Not to be outdone by the 
November 11, 1987 shoot¬ 
ing of a 19 year old unarmed 
black youth by Montreal Po¬ 
lice officer Alan Gosset, or 
the beating to death of a pris¬ 
oner in a Toronto jail, Van¬ 
couver area police have 
been chalking up an impres¬ 
sive list of beatings and kill¬ 
ings of their own — all in the 
finest police traditions of 
brutality and sadism. 

Mentioned below are a few 
cases which have made it 
into the media recently. 
They are only the tip of the 
iceberg. 

On June 30th police shot 
and killed 23 year old Greg 
Coghlan in his East End 
home. The police had been 
called by Coghlan’s family 
afler he had stabbed himself 
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in a reportedly depressed 
and suicidal state, his family 
needing help to restrain him. 
Eight police officers arrived 
and after failing to give ade¬ 
quate warning or attempting 
to disarm the 1301b, 5 foot tall 
man — not a hard task for 
eight burly policemen—shot 



POLICE CHIEF STEWART 

him fourtimes and killed him. 
Family and friends were 
shocked, calling it "cold 
blooded murder” and an 
“execution." 

Shortly after the killing, 
Coghlan's family wanted 
murder charges laid, but in¬ 
stead police chief Bob Ste¬ 


wart launched one of those 
“departmental investiga¬ 
tions." After saying it would 
be treated like any other 
homicide, Stewart would not 
say who the officers were or 
if they had been suspended. 
As usual, the police pro¬ 
tected their own and not the 
public. 

Bob Coghlan, Greg’s 
uncle, asked a question 
anarchists have been asking 
for a long time: “It was an 
execution, I mean what kind 
of system is this?" 

On August 8th, the BC Po¬ 
lice Commission found sev¬ 
eral officers had acted in 
collusion, suppressed evi¬ 
dence, and lied to cover up a 
1983 beating of a prisoner in 
the city jail. The victim, Mi¬ 
chael Jacobsen, suffered a 
broken kneecap after he had 
been assaulted in jail on 
September30, 1983. He 
later settled for $75 000 plus 
legal costs. All the adverse 
publicity had forced the pro¬ 
vincial government tocall the 
inquiry. 

Jacobsen said police 
should not investigate them¬ 
selves, and after a five year 
odyssey, with the officers 
involved still on duty it is easy 
to see why. After Jacobsen 

Continued on page six 
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The Dutch multinational 
Shell has been the target of 
an internaional boycott be¬ 
cause of its support for South 
Africa’s apartheid system. 
Directly or through its South 
African subsidiary, Shell 
supplies fuel to the South 
African army and police, 
operates a network of over 
800 gas staions, and co¬ 
owns and operates South 
Africa’s largest oil refinery. 

Oil is a strategic resource 
for South Africa. Without it 
the South African army and 
police would be unable to 
suppress rebellion in the 
Black townships or engage 
in military operations against 
Angola, Mozambique and 
other frontline states. Shell 
has consistently supplied oil 
to South Africa despite of a 
U.N. voluntary embargo. 
The significance of this can 
not be overstated; South 
Africa has no oil reserves of 
its own and recently has 
been protecting itself against 
an embargo by developing 
its capacity to manufacture 
oil from coal. Shell also has 
heavy investments in South 
Africa s coal mining industry. 

While the boycott is having 


some effect, direct action is 
clearly on the agenda. Lo¬ 
cally, a group calling itself 
“Shell Busters” spray 
painted 21 corporate owned 
Shell stations during the 
early hours of August 9th. 
Fuel pumps, signs, and a 
truck were hit and slogans 
like “Boycott Shell” and 
“Shell Supports Apartheid” 
were spray painted on walls, 
windows and pavement. 

People s anger at Shell s 
complicity with racism and 
oppression is growing. Shell 
Canada maintains it has no 
involvement in South Africa, 
but it is 79 percent owned by 


its parent company, Royal 
Dutch Shell. Profits from 
Shell Canada enrich its 
multinational parent and 
contribute to Shell s involve¬ 
ment in South Africa. Thus 
Shell Canada must be a tar¬ 
get in the struggle against 
apartheid. 

While it is not our intention 
to promote illegal activity, 
those wishing todisrupt busi¬ 
ness as usual at Shell might 
consider the Shell refinery at 
201 Kensington, Burnaby, 
their corporate offices at 650 
West Georgia, Vancouver or 
your local Shell station. 
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Save the Workers Too 


After years of getting a little 
funny in the head, Green¬ 
peace USA has finally lost it 
completely. Although it still 
has many progressive 
minded workers, its execu¬ 
tives have made their in¬ 
comes and career building 
their primary concerns. 
They nave wholeheartedly 
adopted labour busting and 
capitalist ethics as their 
means to sucess. 

In July, phone bank work¬ 
ers were told that they would 
have to use high pressure, 
hard sell telmarketing tactics 
on prospective contributors. 
To enforce compliance, 
Greenpeace management 
intends to install a phone 
surveillance system. When 
the local managers in Seattle 
were slow to comply they 
were fired and national 
phone bank director Lisa 
Goldberg arrived to take 
over. 

Of the 30 Seattle phone 
bank workers more than half 
quit in protest while seven 
others decided to fight back 
and organized in Industrial 
Union 670 of the Industrial 
Workers of the World. After 


negotiations had begun, the 
head office in Washington 
D.C. announced on August 
11th that the Seattle phone 
bank was permanently- 
closed as it was no longer 
“profitable.” This was quite 
clearly a labour busting 
move and not a business 
decision since the workers 
had recorded a record week 
for revenue in June and it 
was announced that phone 
soliciting for the Seattle area 
would be conducted from 
Boston — the long-distance 
companies will certainly 
appreciate the revenue! 

The workers are continuing 
to demand the reopening of 
the Seattle phone bank, re¬ 
hiring of all fired employees, 
union recognition, and 
democratic reforms of the 
workplace. Their main 
weapon has been publicity 
— simply explaining to 
people that Greenpeace is 
not the left wing organization 
they might have thought it 
was. 

Greenpeace has re¬ 
sponded by accussing the 
I. W.W. of being anti-environ¬ 
mentalist. Meanwhile the 


Seattle General Member 
ship Branch of the I.W.W. is 
continuing to do support 
work for the local farmwork¬ 
ers in their attempts to re¬ 
duce the use of pesticides. 

The Seattle Greenpeace 
Workers Organizing Com¬ 
mittee is seeking the support 
and solidarity of other work¬ 
ers in non profit organiza¬ 
tions. They can be con¬ 
tacted at 412 NE 63rd, Se¬ 
attle WA 98115. The Van¬ 
couver I.W.W. can be con¬ 
tacted at PO Box 65635, 
Station F, Vancouver BC, 
V5N 5K5. 
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initially filed his complaint, it 
took over a month before his 
lawyer recieved a reply in 
which the police stated there 
wasn't enough evidence to 

proceed, and, in a not too 

surprising move, recom¬ 
mended that the matter be 
dropped. “I guess that's 
about as far as most people 
get," said Jacobsen. No 
doubt. Yet another investi¬ 
gation this one may actually 
lay chareges against the offi¬ 
cers involved! 

On August 12th postal 
worker David Mackay saw 
his complaint of police assu- 
alt dismissed by the Vancou¬ 
ver Police Force, and has 
asked for a polce board hear¬ 
ing. Mckay claims he was 
assulted while in city jail on 
May 29,1987. 

On August 16th the Su¬ 
preme Court awarded a Sur¬ 
rey man $8730 after he sued 
two RCMP constables for 
assault. Douglas Bauder 
was assaulted during an ar¬ 
rest in September, 1984. 
Bauder suffered a black eye. 
swollen lips and a bump on 
his head. 

These are obviously only a 


few selected incidents of an 
on-going tendency by our 
friendly neighbourhood po¬ 
lice, those mercenaries who 
protect the rich and their 
property. The police regu¬ 
larly lie and hide behind the 
sane laws they are hired to 
enforce. People who chal¬ 
lenge oppression alone get 
beaten or caught up in a web 
of bureaucracy. The argu¬ 
ment that police are “only 
human' or that there are 
“good cops and bad cops ' no 
longer suffices. We need 
police like we need a hole in 
the head (which we just 
might get if we continue to 
allow the to roam our streets 
and communities). 


■comedia 

Ecomedia Vancouver is a 
monthly publication of the 
Vancouver Ecomedia Col¬ 
lective. We were inspired by 
and maintain close contacts 
with the Toronto Ecomedia 
group yet we are completely 
autonomous. 

We hope that the size of our 
collective will grow as more 
people choose to write ar¬ 
ticles, help with distribution, 
or contribute money. When 
we have sufficient resources 
we hope to publish biweekly 
and increas our circulation. 

Subscriptions are $10 per 
year. We can be contacted 
at Chaotic Distribution/ 
Ecomedia, c/o PO Box 
15642, Vancouver, V6B 
5B4. 
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